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CE UPONA{{IME,,.,?-IOW QUICKLY THOSE WORDS ENGAGE

- o the imagination. For designer Kay Root,
they instilled a lifelong passion for scav-
enging. “When my sister and [ were little,”
she recalls, “our father made up an ongo-
ing bedtime story about a small animal
who finds a hollow tree. He goes about
building a home inside, and it’s all out of
found objects in the woods—nature
items or odd little things like a butter-
scotch candy wrapper.”

Night after night, the story lulled the
girls to sleep, but Kay’s mind busily con-
tinued the narrative. “My eye was always
looking for that thing that could become
something else.” Today, she has a grow-
ing reputation for artistic “assemblages”
and miniature rooms she puts in box
frames. On a larger scale, her creative col-
lecting adorns the home she and husband
David built in Harbor Springs, Michigan.
“I really like to arrange and rearrange, so
my house is constantly in motion.” She
maintains a neutral palette to showcase
her eclectic treasures.

When the Roots began turning the va-
cation home they had built in 1988 into
their full-time residence, David came up
with the master plan and enlisted the help
of a neighbor, architect Frederick Ball.
The project included a guesthouse with a
tower for watching boats on Lake Michi-
gan. Then there was an addition to the
main house. Ball tied the components to-
gether through the roof pitch, porch de-
tails, limestone columns and cedar-shake
siding. Beautiful woods, most of them in-
digenous, create softly rustic interiors.
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